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A spare palette of material finishes and built-in
storage (ABOVE) are the first-cause
contributors to efficient, stylish residency in a
smaller home.
The Cressey development company and the
Donovan interior designer have introduced both
into the Donovan tower-residences. 
(LEFT) “A little bedroom” is the original, 17th
century meaning in Spanish of the word,
alcove. In their alcoves women with the
requisite time and treasure could entertain
visitors and hold salons. 
In the Donovan alcoves residents will both
store and snore – belay that, sleep. The
“captain's bed” in the show home is not
included in the purchase price, but can be
ordered.  (Donovan project profile, K2)

So much gain, so little pain
DOWNTOWN I Donovan developer adds a moral imperative to usual material incentives

What do you think?
To prepare profiles of new home
projects, we at Westcoast
Homes frequently visit “master-
planned” communities — but
only rarely share with readers
what we see and hear. 
We want to change that record
— and change it this month.
We can’t do very much, however,
without the expertise and experi-
ence of our readers.
So, if you are making your home
in a “master-planned” communi-
ty or have recently done so (and
have since moved away), write
us.
Questions include … 
What is a “master-planned”
community? What isn’t a “mas-
ter-planned” community? (How
would the lost motorist, at dusk,
know one when he or she is in
the middle of one? Homes,
maybe, that demonstrate the
same architectural style? How?
Why? A clubhouse surrounded
by homes, perhaps, the fire in
the lounge hearth as much testi-
monial to the vitality of the place
as the youngsters playing broom-
ball in the basement? Who
stokes the fire? Who supplies
the kindling and logs? )
Our e-mail address is
homes@png.canwest.com
Put “master” in the subject line,
please.

The Look? Metallic
From Paris, via Los Angeles,
comes a bit of material news:
Metallic will be a big finish in
interior decor, The Los Angeles
Times reports from the Parisian
furnishings show, Maison &
Object.
“Silver, gold and bronze leather
upholstery appeared on table-
tops, lamp bases and pillows,”
the newspaper reports from the
show, a showcase for more than
2,500 home-decor companies
from around the world. A gold
dog bowl, by German designer
Kuhn Keramik, may be the ulti-
mate illustration of metallic-fin-
ish veneration.
On the other hand, the report
noted, minimalism is still big: “If
a piece wasn't metallic or '80s
slick, it probably was natural,
stripped and unfinished.”

Door correction
One of the pleasures of new-con-
struction journalism is the
recording of local expertise and
ability. One of the disappoint-
ments, accordingly, is the
missed opportunity. 
David Bran of Advanced Glazing
Systems Ltd., writes to say the
Burnaby company is the manu-
facturer of the oversized doors
that will connect interior and
exterior living spaces in the
Coast new-home project
(Heavenly Stairway, Westcoast
Homes, Jan. 27).

HOME
THOUGHTS
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T
he Donovan new-home project
is a well-priced demonstration
of design and commercial pro-
f iciencies. The mastery of

space by architect and interior designer
and the transformation or translation of
their skills into value-rich homes by
developer-builder are exemplary.

Don’t believe me? Then listen to what
the new-home shopper is saying. 

The Cressey development company
has registered more than 1,800 expres-
sions of interest in Donovan, reports
Tracy Chong, Donovan's development
manager. The company will begin sell-
ing the homes next month.

My conviction that Donovan is a spe-
cial addition to the downtown skyline
has three components.

One is price. With Cressey asking an
average square-foot price of $699, a
Donovan residence is  expensive
absolutely, but not relatively or compar-
atively. 

The benchmark price right now for
new-construction tower-residences
downtown is $800, the average in the
last two quarters of 2006, Pricewater-
houseCoopers reported last month. 

That average, of course, includes some
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Tudor - inspired 
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tag sale starts this Saturday!
Open daily noon - 5 pm
Enter off Westminster Hwy

Richmond

www.adera.com
tel: 604.273.5100

PRICES
TOO HOT

TO PUBLISH!

ALL REMAINING

2 & 3 BEDROOM

APARTMENTS MUST

BE SOLD, HURRY FOR

BEST SELECTION.

Red Adera Projects Ltd.
2200-1055 Dunsmuir, Vancouver, BC 604-684-8277

GOLD GEORGIE WINNER 2006
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE PROGRAM

- 4TH YEAR IN A ROW
BUILDER OF THE YEAR: MULTI-FAMILY

Southern
comfort
Eventual partywall
neighbours from floors
seven to 18 in the
Donovan new-home
project. The residents
of the 22 apartments
represented by the
plans reproduced here
will enjoy protected
views to the south.
As a Vancouver city hall
commentary on the
Donovan property
reports: “The remaining
four 25-foot lots . . . to
the south of this site
will not meet the criteria
for a tower develop-
ment.”
The larger B plan
(GREEN) will face
Richards Street and, to
the south, Helmcken
Street, and the smaller
C plan (BLUE) will face
the lane between
Richards and Seymour
streets and, to the
south, Helmcken.
The B plan is a two-bed-
room +den, two-bath
home, with a total area
of 880 square feet. B
plan prices start at
$579,900.
The C plan is a one-bed-
room +den, one-bath
home, with a total area
of about 715 square
feet. C plan prices start
at $400,900. 

Donovan tower-homes
demonstrate design,

business proficiencies
Cressey addition to downtown skyline generates

expressions of interest from 1,800 potential customers

Donovan 
Location: 1055 Richards, Vancouver 
Project size: 10 townhouses, 142 apart-

ments, 18-storey building 
Residence size: Apartments, 573 sq. ft. –

998 sq. ft.; townhouses, 1,040 sq. ft. –
1,216 sq. ft.; penthouses, 1,008 sq. ft. –
1,777 sq. ft. 

Prices: $396,000 – $2.1 million 
Presentation centre: 1295 Seymour, at

Drake 
Telephone: 604-696-9030
‘Preview’ hours: noon – 5 p.m., Sat - Sun 
Web: donovanlife.com
Developer: Cressey 
Architect: Rafi’i Architects 
Interior design: InSight Design Group Inc. 
Tentative occupancy: Fall, 2008 

NEW HOMES

PROJECT
PROFILE

See PRICE IN LINE K5
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NOW SELLING
100 Homes Sold Already!

SALES CENTRE & SHOWHOMES

23015 Billy Brown Road, Fort Langley

604-888-2176
www.bedfordlanding.com

This is one of them.
Bedford Landing is the only masterplanned community next to a river, golf course and urban village in
the Fraser Valley. It's just steps from endless outdoor recreation and great shopping in quaint downtown
Fort Langley, the birthplace of this province. From the heritage buildings that line its streets to its unique
museums, historical re-enactments and festivals - Fort Langley is a place that captures the spirit of BC's
rich history. It’s your opportunity to live in this once in a lifetime community.

3 bedroom freehold rowhomes from $398,000
3 & 4 bedroom single family homes from $540,000.

oFf the most expensive new-con-
struction in Canada, on Vancou-
ver’s waterfronts. Cressey, in oth-
er words, isn’t asking $100 less
than everybody else; just $100
less than a widely circulated
number. That $699, in the full-
ness of time, will prove probably
very much in line with other
downtown new-home projects
that will go on sale this year. 

Another reason to welcome
Donovan is the efficiencies intro-
duced into building and homes
by architect Fo’ad Rafi’i and inte-
rior designer InSight Design
Group.

When built ,  the Donovan
homes will be the measure of a

lifetime of the livable small home
for all those who might reside in
one or visit, by virtue of a sharply
edited material palette and deft
observance of the first principle
of small-home residency.

Kitchen storage will be defined
more by the millworker and less
by the metal worker, whose con-
tribution fulfills a cameo, or
accent, function. 

Refrigerators in luxury new-
home projects are inevitably
faced in stainless steel. The
Donovan fridges, however, will
be faced in the same "wood-
grain" doors that will face all the
other kitchen storage, only wider
and higher. 

That’s an example of the edit-
ing of the homes by interior

designer and developer, a deci-
sion that reduces material "ver-
b iage"  and ,  consequent ly,
improves "narrative." 

Bedroom storage  wi l l  be
defined by the millworker alone,
and not the millworker and dry-
waller. In most homes, there will
be no closet.

Donovan bedroom storage will
be located on each side of and
above the bed, a design that nes-
tles the bed in an alcove. 

That’s an example of the obser-
vance of the principle that every
item added to a small space or,
put another way, every item that
takes away from habitable space
in a small space, must serve two
functions.

Functioning firstly as storage,

the millwork flanking and over
the bed will function as an extra
space, cozy and comfortable and
all the more attractive for its
improbable or unexpected pres-
ence. 

The alcoves chapter in The Elle
Decor Home (2005) and the intro-
ductory remarks in Small Apart-
ments (2005) are the sources for
my admiration of the Donovan
bedroom-alcoves. (Those who
will sleep in the Donovan bed-
rooms will sleep in good compa-
ny, the Elle Decor book reports:
Couturier Bill Blass passes his
New York nights in a bed in an
alcove, his guardian angel a big
" e q u e s t r i a n  b r o n z e  o f
Napoleon.")

The Donovan building is a

neighbourly building. With a
height of about 170 feet, the tow-
er is about 130 feet under city
hal l ’s  maximum permitted
height. But, with a width of about
97 feet, it is seven feet over city’s
hall’s ideal width.

Relief from the width recom-
mendation was granted because
the lower height will not inter-
fere with the views from neigh-
bouring high-rise homes, actual
and anticipated, and will not
impose shadowing on them.

The Donovan building is a
smartly organized building. Rafi’i
and Cressey put the interior
amenity space at grade and at the
back of the building and the out-
door amenity space four floors
above,  a top  the  bui ld ing ’s

podium.
A division of amenities that

some members of city hall’s
Urban Design Panel thought
might result in less use of the
amenities, it has an admirable
purpose, and that is "to keep the
residential units off the lane"
between Richards and Seymour
streets.

The last reason for wanting to
share my enthusiasm for Donovan
was something Cressey’s Tracy
Chong said while she was taking
me around the Donovan show
home.

"Who doesn’t want to do some-
thing about the environment these
days?" she said in advancing the
new-home project’s geothermal

Price in line with other downtown projects  
From  K2

See MATERIAL, MORAL K8
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M A G N I F I C E N C E.
S T E P S  F R O M  

S T A N L E Y  PA R K.

Perfectly located between mountains, park, water and city. 

By day, Laguna Parkside shimmers. By night, it glows. At the 

crest of the tower, a glass lantern tops the building, glowing 

gently like a beacon in the night sky, inviting residents 

home. Distinguishing the building forever in this landmark 

location on the city skyline.

A REFUNDABLE RESERVATION DEPOSIT IS REQUIRED TO SCHEDULE AN EXCLUSIVE APPOINTMENT

1955 ALBERNI STREET, VANCOUVER, BC  V6A 0A2 | SUTTON WEST COAST REALTY | ADRIAN GOMES
DEVELOPED BY

PRIMA PROPERTIES LTD.

S TA RT I N G  F R O M  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0
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The Cressey development company has
selected appliances from a German
company, Miele, for the Donovan
kitchens. 
The gas cooktops, convection ovens and
hood fans will be clad in stainless steel,
but the refrigerators and dishwashers will
be faced with the same pannelling as the
doors that enclose most of the kitchen
storage. 
The doors of frosted glass framed by
stainless steel also enclose storage, in
some of the homes in the form of a walk-
in pantry. Polished granite will top coun-
ters; the stainless steel sinks will be
mounted under the counters; and the
gooseneck design of the faucets will art-
fully prettify the prosaic (left).
Big showerheads serve the same pur-
pose in the Donovan bathrooms (far left). 
Cressey has elected to install “spa” con-
tent in the master bathrooms at Dono-
van. 

Residents will shower in stalls of frame-
less glass and tiled walls and soak in
deep tubs. 
By contrast, some developers are elimi-
nating tubs from “their” master suites.
Others continue to restrict showering and
soaking to the tried-and-true shower-tub
combination included in the Donovan
show home, a C plan home in which
there is one but one bathroom (SEE
FLOORPLANS, K2).
The treatment of tub skirting is a sweet
example of the power of editing. The tub-
skirt will be faced in the same porcelain
tile that will cover the floors. The skirt is
both a literal extension of a material fin-
ish and a figurative extension of the
space.
The absence of two-bowl vanities in the
main bathrooms is compensated for by
the presence of vanities that seamlessly
incorporate one wide bowl and of drawers
underneath that add a storage purpose to
all too often dead space.

‘Spa’ content installed in Donovan ensuites

heating and cooling as the one
Donovan feature she wants
Vancouver Sun readers to know
about.

An everyday observation, it
is an extraordinary signal,
broadcasting an escalation,
from the material plane to the
moral realm, in the reasons
developers and builders give
the new-home shopper for
favouring one product over a
competing product: Here, at
Donovan, Cressey is saying, is

Material,
moral cross
at Donovan

From  K8

See DO IT PAINLESSLY K10
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Donovan
a thoroughfare
addition
When built, the Donovan
building will be an
assertively symmetrical
presence along one of
metro Vancouver's
important transportation
arteries, Richards Street
in downtown Vancouver. 
Townhouses will face the
street at grade, common-
space terraces above. 
The Cressey development
company will install a chil-
dren's play area on the
south terrace.
The verdict at city hall? The
building is a “well
resolved” solution to “the
challenges associated with
achieving a handsome
form with the lower building
heights required by the
view cone."

Mirror on ceiling
Resolute is probably a
good word for the presenta-
tion-centre treatment of the
building model dwarfing
Cressey’s Tracy Chong
(RIGHT).
A ceiling mirror permits vis-
itors to see what Cressey
and architect Fo’ad Rafi’i
have planned for the top of
the Donovan building,
rooftop terraces for the use
of the penthouse-residents
below. 
The mirror, of course, also
makes a big model bigger.

an opportunity for 152
households to lessen the
consequences of their foot-
fall on the environment;
“Help save the world,”
Cressey urges visitors to
the Donovan website.

For both Cressey and
Rafi’i, geothermal is known
territory. Rafi’i is the archi-
tect of the first geother-
mally heated and cooled
residential tower down-
t ow n  ( u n t i l  s o m e o n e
comes forward and says
not so), Pomaria between
the Granville and Burrard
bridges. Cressey's latest
tower homes in Richmond
will be geothermally heat-
ed and cooled.

It is the creation of a sac-
rifice-free opportunity to
embrace a moral choice
and do the right thing that
is particularly impressive.

Architect and developer
are not asking any owner
or resident to abandon the
automobile. Parking will be
secure and plentiful, on
three underground levels.
Other new-home projects
downtown have been chal-
lenging sells because of the
absence of secure and plen-
tiful parking. 

They are not asking any
owner or resident to suffer
the s leep- interrupted
nights of a summer in the
city because the apartment
windows are all open to
admit cooling breezes, but
equally admitting street
noise, vehicular and pedes-

trian. The Donovan homes
will be air conditioned, hot
air geothermally removed
and planted in the ground
under the building.

Additionally, Cressey is
putting actual numbers to
the reduction in household
operating costs “off the
grid” geothermal heating
and cooling could generate
at Donovan.

It expects a Donovan
home will be 60-per-cent
less expensive to heat and
cool annually than homes
in which heating and cool-
ing are conventionally
powered."

Donovan is a “green”
opportunity made all the
more germane, or richer, by
its downtown location.
Residents  of  compact
neighbourhoods can walk
everywhere, lowering their
contribution to green-
house-gas emissions and,
potentially, their cost of liv-
ing. 

As Westcoast  Homes
columnist Bob Ransford
commented last weekend:

“Research has shown
that people who live in
neighbourhoods in which
they can walk from their
homes to stores, schools,
recreat ion and publ ic
transportation have a much
lower cost of living — or
more accurately cost of
housing — thanks to their
l owe r  t ra n s p o r ta t i o n
costs.”

homes@png.canwest.com
Mike Sasges and his wife,

Marise, will make their next home
in a Rafi’i Architects’ building.

Do it painlessly
at Donovan,

Cressey invites
From  K8

TO ADVERTISE IN WESTCOAST HOMES CONTACT FRANK
FRANCO – TEL: 604-605-2373
E-MAIL: FFRANCO@PNG.CANWEST.COM


